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                'An Extensive Collection of Useful and Entertaining Books': The Quebec Library and the Transatlantic Enlightenment in Canada
  
            
	Abstract	
                In 1779, at the height of the American Revolution, the Quebec Library was created by Governor Sir Frederick Haldimand (1718-1791). The author points out that for Haldimand, the library had a well-defined purpose: to educate the public, diffuse useful knowledge, and bring together the French and English peoples of the colony. The author notes that over the years, the memory of this institution has faded and the library has tended to be framed as an historical curiosity, seemingly divorced from the era in which it was created. The author revisits the founding and first decades of this overlooked institution. He argues that its founder, trustees, and supporters were not immune to the spirit of Enlightenment that was exhibited elsewhere in the British Atlantic World. The author believes that when seen as part of the larger social and intellectual currents of the eighteenth century, the institution becomes less of an historical enigma and new light is shed on the intellectual culture of post-Conquest eighteenth-century Quebec.
  
            
	Publication	
                Journal of the Canadian Historical Association/Revue de la Société historique du Canada
  
            
	Volume	
                Vol. 23
  
            
	Issue	
                no. 1
  
            
	Pages	
                1-38
  
            
	Date	
                2012
  
            
	Language	
                en
  
            
	URL	
                https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/jcha/2012-v23-n1-jcha0586/1015726ar.pdf
  
            
	Citation	
                
  Eamon, Michael. “‘An Extensive Collection of Useful and Entertaining Books’: The Quebec Library and the Transatlantic Enlightenment in Canada.” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association/Revue de la Société historique du Canada Vol. 23, no. 1 (2012): 1–38. https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/jcha/2012-v23-n1-jcha0586/1015726ar.pdf.



  
            
	Find in a library
    
  	
                Search by publication title on WorldCat
  
            
	Permalink
    
  	
                http://quescren.concordia.ca/fr/resource/2CFZHPUC
  
            


    


      
        	
                    
                          
                         First page
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                        Previous page
                    
                
	
                    5
                
	
                    6
                
	
                    7
                
	
                8
                Page 8 de 11
            
	
                    9
                
	
                    10
                
	
                    11
                
	
                    
                        Next page
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        Last page 
                        
                    
                


        Page 8 de 11

    


                        
                            
    
    
        Your current search terms
  
    
  
    

        
            Subject

            

            
                
        	 Arts/Culture/Media  
                
        	 Libraries  
        


        
	 Politics/Government  
        


            

        

    
         Clear all search terms
    

    
    

        
            This resource is classified under

        
            Subject

            

            
                
        	Arts/Culture/Media  
                
        	Libraries  
        


        
	Politics/Government  
                
        	Colonial Government  
        
	Governor General  
        


        
	Sociology/Anthropology  
                
        	Linguistic Relations  
        


        


            

        

        
            Geographical area

            

            
                
        	Capitale-Nationale  
                
        	Quebec City  
        


        


            

        

        
            Period studied

            

            
                
        	18th century  
        


            

        

        
                                    
                                        Site web produit par le Réseau de recherche sur les communautés québécoises d’expression anglaise (QUESCREN), Université Concordia :

                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    

                            

                

            
            
    
        Interface en ligne réalisée grâce à un partenariat du QUESCREN et du CRCE :

        
            
            
        
    

    
        La publication en ligne de cette bibliographie a été soutenue par :

        
            
            
            
            
            
            
        
    

    
        
            
                Contenu de la bibliographie © Brendan O’Donnell, tous droits réservés.

            

        

    


    


    
        
                    

    
        

        