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                An examination of what the author describes was "l'arrière-fond republican de l'idéologie ultra-tory" of English-speaking Montreal merchants during the period 1832 to 1848, as exemplified by the editorial positions of the Montreal Herald and the Montreal Gazette. The author believes that this ideology led to the burning of the Parliament building in 1849, then located in Montreal, "par une meute de casseurs forcenés", in protest over the passage of the Rebellion Losses Act, which led, a few months later, to "une volte-face spectaculaire" when English-speaking merchants "s’unissent à d’anciens militants ou sympathisants patriotes en vue de promouvoir l’incorporation de la colonie à la république américaine."
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